
1 

 For members and friends of the Lancaster Church of the Brethren                                                       November, 2009 
  

In October 2007, LCOB adopted a new Vision Statement,  Mission Statement,  Five Goals and Twelve Core Values.   
This month’s featured Core Value is printed throughout the newsletter. 

You are invited to attend 

A New Dawn on Sunset 

 
Celebrating 50 Years of Worship 

at 

1601 Sunset Avenue 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania 

 

Music & the Spoken Word 

Speaker: Dr. Robert W. Neff 

 

A Celebration of Remembrance and Anticipation 

in 

A Blended Worship Experience 

Celebrating Our Rich Diverseness 

and 

Homecoming 

 

Sunday, November 15, 2009 

3:00 PM 

Worship, Reception 

and 

Time of Recognition & Remembrance 

Dr. Robert W. Neff, Guest Speaker  
 
 On Sunday, November 15, 2009 at 3 PM, Dr. 
Robert W. Neff of State College, PA will be our guest 
speaker at our celebration of 50 years of worship at the 
1601 Sunset Ave. location.  Dr. Neff is a retired minister 
and pastor, biblical scholar at Bethany Theological 
Seminary, and past president of Juniata College.  He will 
be the keynote speaker in a blended worship service 
which will include two original dramas, a hymn sing, and 
musical selections from the Chancel Choir and the 
Morning Psalm Praise Team.  Following the service, 
there will be a time of recognition and remembrance. 

Homecoming  
 
 All of the church and their families are invited to 
celebrate 50 years of worship at the 1601 Sunset Ave. 
location on Sunday, November 15, 2009 at 3 PM.  The 
service will begin in the Sanctuary and will conclude with 
a reception in the Family Life Center where past and 
present ministers, as well those who have attended here 
for 50 years, will be recognized.  During the reception 
time, several of our talented musicians will perform a 
recital.  We anticipate many that grew up in the church 
but are now living elsewhere to attend, creating a time 
of homecoming. 
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VAN INFORMATION 
Anyone wishing transportation to Sunday morning 

worship services, please contact:  
Jeff Putt 

DIRECTORY CHANGES: 

Please note. 

SERVING THIS MONTH 

GREETERS 

7:40 AM  Barb King, Doris Tankesley, and Donna Wilson 
8:40 AM  Jackie and Rod St. John 
8:40 AM  Pat and Glenn Breidenstine 
9:50 AM  Rachel and Mo Salamh 
9:50 AM  Eileen Weaver and Bob Hopple 
11:15 AM  Thelma and Mark Weaver 

USHERS 

CHAPEL SERVICE 8:00 A.M. 
Jay Enders  Don King  

SANCTUARY SERVICE 10:15 A.M. 
 

*Ken Harnish    James Bridgeman    Jere Bridgeman 
Jon Bridgeman    Linda Harnish    Mark Harnish 

George Murray    Dave Myers 

HOW TO GET PUBLISHED! 

If you are interested in submitting an article or 

letter, here’s how to do it! 
 

1. The deadline is the 10th of every month. 
2. If submissions are emailed, the deadline is the 11th.   

Electronically submitted is best! 
3. Email to both the editor and the church office for 

safety. csgraham618@comcast.net 
4. Please do not extensively format emailed 

submissions.  Simple paragraph form  is best. No 
bullet points, graphics, etc.  An attached file must be 
in a Word document. 

5. Mail any submissions to the church office, attention 
Peggy Bush, NOT to the editor’s home. 

6. Use the newsletter folder in the office to submit any 
written or typed submissions. 

CHURCH LIBRARY  
Staffed Sunday  9:45-10:15 A.M. 

Burnetta Graham 

Brethren Highlights is published monthly by 

the Lancaster Church of the Brethren.  The 

absolute deadline for the  issue is   10, 2009 

Deanna Bowman 
1308 Crown Ave. 
Lancaster, PA 17601 
 
Brian Shotzberger 
3111 Lititz Pike Apt. 112 
Lititz, PA 17543 
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  O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. 
Sing to him, sing praises to him, tell of all his wonderful works. 
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice (I Chronicles 16:8-10). 
Did you notice on what or on whom we are supposed to focus?  Not on us.  We are to focus on 
God.  We are to give thanks, call on him.  Tell of the ways the Lord has worked in your life.  Sing 
to him;  praise him.  If you are seeking the Lord, the prescription is this: Let the hearts of those 
who seek the Lord rejoice. 
         Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever (I 
Chronicles 16:34).  Giving thanks to God requires trust in God. 
         Someone once said that our sense of well-being is not proportional to our 

circumstances.  Rather our sense of well-being is proportional to our faith in God.  If we know God, trust God, depend 
on God then we are able to give God thanks whether we have much or we have little.  

One way to worry less is to give thanks more.  Here is a life lesson we need to know.  The old hymn counsels us 
to Count Your Many Blessings, name them one by one...  We give thanks to God for our many blessings, but the one 
who prospers from our giving thanks is not just God, but we ourselves. 

In the news a few years ago were the results of a psychology study.  Researchers asked a group of college 
students to keep a weekly list of five things for which they were grateful.  Another group of students was asked to track 
life’s hassles.  They listed such things as stupid people driving, finances depleting too quickly, ....  A third group, this one 
consisting of adults with chronic neuromuscular diseases, wrote down what they were grateful for each day for three 
weeks.  They listed such things as my boss for understanding my needs.    A fourth group, also with chronic diseases, 
counted only burdens. 

According to results published in the March 2003 issue of the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, the 
participants who counted blessings whether they were the healthy students or the chronically ill adults reported 
feeling more energetic, with a heightened sense of mental well-being.  They reported sleeping well and waking up 
more refreshed.  They felt optimistic and better about their live as a whole they looked forward to making progress 
toward important goals.  Gratitude turned out to be measurable in the moral sphere.  The grateful groups were more 
likely to help someone with a personal problem or to offer emotional support. 

In other words, counting blessings is a wonderful antidote for stress.  According to this study, the key to dealing 
with stress is to give God thanks daily.  Don’t stress yourself out about things about which you have no control.  Give 
God thanks for your many blessings.  Blessed are you and we who do this.  Amen. 

  
Happy Thanksgiving!  Pastor Rill 

ATTENDANCE 
 

September 27 - 374 
 

October 4 - 348 
 

October 11 - 378 

LANCASTER CHURCH  

OF  

THE BRETHREN 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

To be and make disciples of 

Christ for the  transformation of 

the world. 

  
MISSION STATEMENT 

To be the heart, hands, feet, 

voice, and mind of Christ 

locally and globally. 

 
GOALS 

Radical Hospitality 

Passionate Worship 

Intentional Faith Development 

Risk-Taking Mission and Service 

Extravagant Generosity  
 

(Adopted by the Lancaster Church of the 

Brethren, 10/07) 

Discipleship 
Commitment to sharing the Good News. 

 Sharing our time, talent and resources in the "body of 
Christ" and beyond.  

From 
the 

Pastor’s 
Desk 
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CHURCH BOARD 

SERVING THE CONGREGATION 

 
 At a recent Church Board Retreat, much effort was extended to craft the 2010 Ministry Team 
objectives.  These, along with the projected objectives of our three pastors, will help our leadership to focus on 
programs and activities which will advance our vision, mission and goals during the next year. 
 With the acute awareness that effective evangelism is a definite challenge for our congregation, the 
Church Board has been outlining plans to bring improvement to our efforts.  Hospitality is also being given 
renewed study and consideration.  
 Dan D’Oleo and family are moving out of our parsonage at 1501 Sunset Avenue by December 31. He 
has accepted a District position in Virginia.  The Church Board has extended an invitation to Curtis Dehmey to 
make the parsonage his residence.          
 A “Use of Facilities” guide, including an updated fee schedule, has been approved by the task force 
working on this project and has been sent on to the Property Ministry Team for consideration.  This task force 
included Peggy Bush, Deb Chillas, Grace Cox, Darlene Creighton, Lorraine Dotterer, Clair Greiner, Al Hansell, 
Chuck Neslund, Jeff Rill, Dick Shreckhise and Calvin Wenger.  When finally approved, all LCoB members will 
receive a copy in their Church mailbox.   
 Another task force has been giving increasing attention to strategic planning for the LCoB in order to 
ready our community of faith to meet the challenges and expectations for us for some years ahead.  This group  
consists of Kathy Focht, Al Hansell, Dick Kramer, Gene Mummau, Jamie Nace, Chuck Neslund, Jeff Rill, Darryl 
Rock and Calvin Wenger.  Dave Loughery, President of the Parish Resource Center, is serving as counsel for us.  
 The Maranatha Multicultural Fellowship, after an intense series of meetings and fervent prayer, has 
decided to continue as a fellowship in the Atlantic Northeast District and to continue the warm relationship 
they enjoy with the LCoB.  This includes continuing their Sunday 10:15 a.m. worship service in our Chapel and 
joining with us for many of our activities and special events.  Not having a pastor at present, Alex Sable is giving 
inspired leadership for the MMF.  The LCoB/MMF Multicultural Visioning Committee (MVC) will resume 
meeting after curtailing our efforts while the MMF was in a period of discernment.  The MVC  is focused on 
exploring ways for the LCoB and the MMF to cooperate and join in areas of cooperative ministry.  This 
committee consists of Monroe Good, Dave Hosler, Kathryn Riegen, Jeff Rill, Alex Sable, Arelis Sable, Suzanne 
Schaudel, Carmen Segura, Calvin Wenger and Levi Ziegler.   
 The 50th anniversary celebration for our present 1601 Sunset Ave. building is approaching quickly and 
plans are being finalized for a genuine way to express gratitude to God for his bountiful goodness these last 
fifty years.  Dr. Robert Neff, former General Secretary of the Church of the Brethren and former President of 
Juniata College, will be the featured speaker.  This event will be held on Sunday, November 15, beginning with 
a worship service in the Sanctuary followed by a celebration service in the FLC.  The latter service will feature 
our former pastors as well as the 77 persons who have been a part of the congregation for the last half a 
century.  We hope you will be present for this special observance.   
 Our new digital flat screen message board should be installed in the Gathering Place by November 15.  
This message board, which will run during church events and services, will continually display all types of 
announcements and possibly even videos about our ministries.  Look for it near the Hospitality Center.   
 We covet your prayers for our ongoing efforts. 
 
 
J. Calvin Wenger 
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS  
A SPECIAL STARLIGHT TEA  

FOR THE SEASON!  

Saturday, November 28, 2009 is the Saturday 
evening before the beginning of the season of ADVENT - 
the traditional time of preparation for Christmas.  The 
Starlight Tea Concert series has a very special guest for 
that evening: The Brandywine Harp Orchestra.  This 
extraordinary group of harpists will present their 
program of Advent and Christmas music at 7:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary, helping us start the season of preparation 
and celebration! 

The Brandywine Harp Orchestra was organized 
in 2000 by Janet Witman, winner of the U.S. National 
Scottish Harp Championship and All Eastern Open 
Clarsach Championship. Janet has been teaching and 
performing on Celtic and classical harps in the 
Brandywine Valley of Southeastern Pennsylvania since 
1984. She is a graduate of the esteemed Curtis Institute 
of Music. 

Inspired by the Belfast Harp Orchestra of Ireland, 
and Na Clarsairean of Scotland, Janet returned from the 
2000 Edinburgh Harp Festival in Scotland with the desire 
to form a harp orchestra in the United States. 

The Brandywine Harp Orchestra consists of 
sixteen Celtic harpers of diverse ages with advanced 
harp skills and extensive musical backgrounds, and has 
become an outstanding performing ensemble. They 
have delighted audiences with their concerts at 
Longwood Gardens, Mt Gretna Tabernacle, Winterthur 
Gardens, The American Harp Society Philadelphia 
Conference, and over forty church concert series. 

Janet's dream of establishing a harp orchestra 
came full circle in April '09, when Brandywine Harps was 
the first American Celtic harp orchestra to perform at 
the International Harp Festival in Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  You can learn more about the group at their 
web site: www.brandywineharps.com. 

Please help spread the word about this special 
concert - we should have every seat filled for this 
event!  As with all Starlight Tea concerts, admission is 
free, with a free-will offering taken.  See you there! 

ENJOY DINNER BEFORE  

THE STARLIGHT TEA 
 

 Renewal and Growth will host a meal in the 
Family Life Center on Saturday, November 28, prior to 
the performance of the Brandywine Harp Orchestra in 
the Sanctuary. Complemented by scalloped potatoes 
and garden fresh corn, meatloaf will be the entrée.  
Enjoy the home-cooked meal from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Reservations for the meal can be made in the Gathering 
Place with a small donation. The Renewal and Growth 
Ministry Team looks forward to serving the church and 
the community. 

PRESENTS 

HAPPY ENDINGS AT 

CHRISTMAS 

You’ll find happy, friendly folks live at Happy Endings 
retirement residence in Pennsylvania who savor the 
sunset season of their lives. Well, almost everyone. 
Martha,  a sarcastic spinster, rarely smiles and dislikes 
everything . . . even Christmas!  You’re sure to relate to 
all the guests such as: Mary, who’s as sweet as Martha is 
sour, and her husband, William; Edward, a retired 
Southern pastor; Franklin, a secret admirer of Dorothy; 
Dorothy who seems attracted to Luke, the wellness 
director. You’ll meet the staff, Annie and Rebecca, as 
well as the children from Hope for Kids Home who 
present a Christmas Program. You’ll laugh and maybe 
shed a tear or two with the life changing surprises that 
puts everyone at Happy Endings in the Christmas spirit! 
 You won’t want to miss the last performance of 
the L.C.O.B. Performing Arts under the leadership of 
Carole Deck! 
 Performances are Friday, December 4, Saturday, 
December 5 and Sunday, December 6. Dinner is served 
at 6 p.m. followed by the performance.  
     Written and directed by Carole Deck, cast 
members include: Judi Hess, Tim Dunbar, Jackie St. John, 
Matt Shenk, Carol Shearer, Tim Heck, Jenny Lines, 
Melissa Heck, Andrew Lines, Sarah Shearer, Drew Smith, 
Alison Buckwalter, Brandon Nace, Jack Smith and Carole 
Deck.  
 Reserve your seats! Limited seating! Call Cindy 
Harmes at 717-569-5277 or purchase tickets at The 
Gathering Place on Sunday, November 1 from 9:45 to 
10:15 a.m. Cost: Adults $20; children $10 (12 years & 
younger). Tickets include dinner and theatre 
performance and are non-refundable.  

http://www.brandywineharps.com
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS  

BRETHREN VILLAGE NEWS 

 The first truth I 
learned about God was that 
He is a giver.  God gave his 
only Son to die for me. 
 After that I realize that you 
can never out-give God.  God 

will not become a debtor to us.  The Bible teaches if we 
are to receive, we have to first give.  The economy of 
man is that you get to keep what you keep. 
 The country boy said it like this, “Get what you 
can, can what you get, sit on the can, and try to steal 
what is in every other can.”  These folks live by the 
Golden Rule, which is “He who has the gold makes the 
rules.”  
 God’s economy is different.  The writer of 
Ecclesiastes 11:1 said, “Cast thy bread upon the waters: 
for thou shalt find it after many days.”  In God’s 
economy, you get to keep what you give away.  Luke, in 
his gospel, said it this way, “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, running over, shall men give into your 
bosom” (Luke 6:38 a). 
 What a wonderful plan God has about giving.  It 
works different from the world.  You get to keep not 
what you keep but what you give.  Notice how God will 
cause men to give to you.  They will shake it down and 
press it together to make sure you have abundance.  
God will cause men to never shortchange you or cut a 
deal.  Instead, others will be generous toward you. 
 So, my friends, never be afraid to trust God with 
the tithe.  That is only the beginning.  That is where you 
start, but not where you stay.  We all need to become 
generous givers.  I tell you, this truth changed my life.  
Instead of looking each day how I could behave so 
others would give to me, I started looking to see 
opportunities where God wanted me to give to others.  
This attitude of giving started with the tithe and moved 
to offerings.  We are told to bring not only the tithes, but 
also the offerings (Malachi 3:8). 
 I have never met a person who said they were 
bankrupt because they gave too much to the church.  I 
have met many that were destitute financially because 
they gambled it away, smoked it away, or drank it away.  
Why is that?  A simple truth says it all, “You can never 
out-give God.”  . . .Jerry Mixon, State Stewardship 
Director for the Mississippi Baptist Convention. . . . . SMT 

Life & 

Treasure 

 

BRETHREN VILLAGE BIRTHDAY PARTY  

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
 Once a year, our church is responsible for having 
a birthday/anniversary party for the residents of 
Brethren Village.  The following things are needed: angel 
food cakes (baked or purchased), ice cream Dixie cups, 
party favors, table centerpieces, paper products and 
snacks.  Monetary contributions would be greatly 
appreciated.  I also need people to help at the party on 
Tuesday afternoon, December 1.  Please call me at 295-
9121 to let me know what you would be willing to 
donate and if you would be able to help at the party.  
Thank you. 

 

BRETHREN VILLAGE COOKIE SALE  

NEEDS COOKIES! 
  

 Our church has been asked to donate twelve 
batches of cookies for the annual Brethren Village 
Cookie Sale on Friday, December 4 and Saturday, 
December 5.  Please take the cookies to the Volunteer 
Services Office, anytime that week, before 9:00 a.m. on 
Friday.  The cookies need to have labels.  If 
you have any questions, please call Jaris 
Woller at BV, phone: 581-4251. 
 
 Brethren Village Key Person LCOB 
 Marilyn Hummel 

FAMILIES, FRIENDS,  

AND GUESTS INVITED 

B 

V  

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 22, 2009 

The Renewal and Growth Ministry Team invites 
everyone to share a meal and conversation on Fall 
Hospitality Sunday, November 22. Following the 10:15 
worship services, families, friends, and guests are to 
gather in the Family Life Center for lasagna, salad, and 
dessert. Enjoy the Balloon Lady’s creations and Mr. 
Stover ‘s magic show with the help of his Bunny Buddy. 
Hospitality Sundays are special days in the life of the 
Lancaster Church of the Brethren, so plan to fellowship 
with family and friends–human, animal, and balloon. 
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS  

MESSAGE FROM THE KITCHEN 

COMMITTEE CONCERNING  

SAFE-USE PRACTICES 

FYI-For any individual and/or group planning a 
function that includes using the Church Kitchen, please 
be reminded to enforce the rules of food safety. They 
include: washing hands at the hand-washing sink, 
wearing vinyl gloves that are provided, using hair 
restraints and wearing closed-toe shoes while cooking, 
serving food or while in the dish room. These are just a 
very few of the rules required by the state of 
Pennsylvania. This does make sense in this time of flu 
and other communicable diseases. 

If you have leftovers, please take them home. 
If you should have any questions please address 

them to the Kitchen Committee. Thank you. 

     Now Playing . . .  In all Worship Services!! 

LIVING A LIFE THAT COUNTS - 

Reloaded 
 November 1, 8, 15 
 

John C Maxwell, an internationally respected 
leadership expert, speaker, and author who has sold 
more than 18 million books, expressed this thought:  

“As I age, I gain perspective on the illusion of 
wealth and status as forms of fulfillment. I don't want 
my life to be measured by dollars and cents, or the 
number of books I've authored. Rather, I want to be 
remembered by the lives that I've touched. I want to live 
a life that counts. With each day that passes, I feel a 
greater sense of urgency . . .” 

Each of us who claim Jesus is Lord acknowledge 
His calling on our lives.  So, if He has called us, and we 
have accepted Him, are we allowing Him to use our time, 
talents, and treasure for His purpose?  Jesus has chosen 
each one of us and He wants our lives to count. 

Last year, our pastors delivered extraordinary 
messages on Time, Talent, and Treasure.  This year, 
“Living A Life That Counts - Reloaded” will feature Pastor 
Rill’s sermons in MorningPsalm and Pastor Shreckhise’s 
in the traditional service. 

The Stewardship Ministry Team encourages all 
of our members and friends to review all areas of 
stewardship in our lives.  God will use our gifts to bless 
others - we will be storing up treasure in heaven - and 
indescribable joy will fill our hearts!!                  . . . . . SMT 

 2010  PLAN  OF  MINISTRY 
 

Can you believe it?!  2010 is just around the 
corner!  But planning for the new year has already been 
underway for four months.   The Ministry Teams have 
been reviewing their goals for 2010 and have established 
a financial plan to achieve those goals.  Church Board 
has examined the details with the Ministry Teams and 
sent it on to the congregation for review and approval.  
This Plan of Ministry covers our church’s basic program, 
operation, and outreach. 

There are, of course, two parts to any financial 
budget: expenses and income.  At October’s 
Congregational Business Meeting, we addressed planned 
expenses for 2010.  Now, on November 22, Celebration 
Sunday, each one of us will have an opportunity to 
express our intention of support and commitment by 
bringing a “Living A Life That Counts” pledge to the altar. 

Each of us, individually, can only do so much.  It 
is when we join together as a community, that we can 
accomplish so much more.  When we join Jesus in the 
ministry He began more than two thousand years ago, 
we can move mountains!  We need and want you to be a 
part of this community of faith that will join with Jesus to 
‘move mountains’ in 2010.  Please be in prayer for our 
congregation, our leaders, and our pastors.  And pray for 
God’s guidance on how you will participate in our 2010 
Plan of Ministry! . . . Stewardship Ministry Team 

Discipleship 
Commitment to sharing the Good News. 

 Sharing our time, talent and resources in the "body of 
Christ" and beyond.  

November PMT Energy Tip –  

Turn off your computer and monitor 

when not in use. 
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CONGREGATIONAL 

MESSAGES Jay D. Weaver, a long time member of our 
Lancaster Church,  has just published a book 

entitled Footpaths Through the Forest.  It is an anthology 
containing poems, hymns, essays and personal stories of 
the author's life, some with a bit of humor.  It is the 
author's hope that they will aid the reader to focus on 
the author and finisher of our faith, Jesus of Nazareth, 
also known as Messiah or Christ. 

This anthology might be used for personal 
devotions.  Jay says he has always been fascinated with 
the metaphor of a journey as it relates to the spiritual 
life, so many of his devotionals employed that 
metaphor.  Life can be viewed as a forest where one can 
easily get lost were it not for the trail markings that 
others have left for us.  So he decided to name his work  
Footpaths Through the Forest - Thoughts for the Journey.  
Jay shares with the reader in his Introduction his 
background, his thoughts on religion and politics as well 
as many other issues. 

Our Church library is pleased to have received a 
copy from Jay, the author himself.  It is available for you 
to check out and enjoy. 

LIBRARY LINES 

To Our Church Family on Behalf of the Deacon Body: 
 Thank you to all who helped clean up after 
Lovefeast.  It was truly an inspiring evening of fellowship 
which continued after the closing hymn.   
  Rachel Salamh  
  Deacon Chair 
 
Dear Members of the Lancaster Church of the Brethren: 
 The School District of Lancaster’s Homeless 
Student Project must thank the good members of 
Lancaster Church of the Brethren who so very 
generously shared twenty-seven boxes of school 
supplies that were brought to the Carter and MacRae 
School on September 14, 2009 by Allen Hansell.  I am so 
very sorry I was not here to help unload the huge 
collection.  Also, a special thank you to Theresa Herr for 
her work in organizing this large donation. 
 Over the years, Lancaster Church of the Brethren 
has remembered, in different ways, the homeless 
students we serve in Lancaster.  It is only through the 
very generous support of many churches, businesses, 
service clubs and individuals that we are able to serve 
the material needs of over 900 homeless students each 
school year.  We thank you for being a large part of the 
network of support we provide homeless children. 
  Sincerely yours, 
  Kenneth B. Marzinko, ACSW 
  Homeless Student Project Facilitator  
 
 A special thank you to the ministers who visited 
me in the hospital.  It was a great comfort to me.  The 
flowers were much appreciated. 
  God bless you all, 
  Arlene Moore 
 
 Thank you!  I want to name each one of you, but 
that would be a long list.  This has been a year of ups and 
downs for me, more downs than usual, but still plenty of 
ups.  Your cards, phone calls, visits and prayers have 
overwhelmed me.  One favor I ask of you.  I don't see 
nearly as well as I did- that's one reason you see me 
holding hands with Ray more often than before.  I also 
don't remember things as well as I used to.  So, the favor 
I ask is- don't let me ignore you!  Please come up and 
greet me as before- hugs, kisses, handshake, just 
a "hello", and tell me your name each time.  That 
means so much to me.  I love you all. 
   Gen Smith-Leckrone  

NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 Flo Wilson 
 Jenny Haines 
2 Diane Myers 
3 Brad Ditzler 

Will Stout 
5 Dee Zimmerman 

Paul Groff 
6 Roy Shaibly 
8 Gina Brown 

Ruth Shultz 
10 Jim Weaver 
11 Jennifer Grinestaff 
12 Lauren Shafer 

Paige Keim  
13 Tim Heck 

Eileen Weaver 
14 Tyler Heck 

Roy Garland 
Gloria Groff 
John Zimmerman 

15 Linda Harnish 
16 Esther Gibble 
18 Carly Nace 

 
 
19 Wilbur Graham 
20 John Biemiller 

Miriam Longenecker 
21 Dave Evans 

Andrew Lines 
Darlene Williams 
Jack Weiler 

22 Nick Hughes 
Brooke Smith 

23 Chuck Neslund 
Dick Kramer 
Candee Nace 

24 Jon Bridgeman (child) 
25 Aaron Breidenstine 

Al Hansell 
Coretta Wiker 

26 Carol Shearer 
John Martin 
Jacqueline Rost 

27 Deb Chillas 
Lois Hansell 

29 Rich Shulenberger 
30 Madison Musser 
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FOOD FOR  

THE HUNGRY 

John 21:15-19 was used in the licensing service 
for Jennifer Hess on October 11.  This powerful passage 
raises for us the same question Jesus asked Peter—“Do 
you love me more than these?”  Pam Reist, the speaker 
on Oct. 11, suggested Jesus’ question may have been 
about the large catch of fish, the fishing gear, and the 
boat. Or, it could have been about the other disciples.  
Given everything surrounding Peter (things and people), 
Jesus wanted to know the depth of his faith.  Peter had 
the opportunity to reverse his three-fold denial and offer 
a three-fold commitment.  This time, Jesus wanted to 
know if he was committed even unto death.  Following 
each of Peter’s affirmations, Jesus said “feed my sheep,” 
or, we might say, “serve the needs of others.” 

The “others” are frequently the poor, abused, 
homeless, or those who are denied adequate education, 
and health care.  We are reminded, in Matthew 25, that 
our gifts to these folks are gifts given to Jesus. 

Our congregation has heard and responded to 
the call “to feed my sheep” this year by giving 
generously to the “2 cents a meal” offerings, food for 
the Lancaster Council of Churches, the  school supplies 
for the homeless school children in Lancaster, serving a 
meal at Crispus Attucks, and distributing food at the 
Church Street Towers.  Besides these, the Outreach 
Ministry Team has offered several other opportunities 
this year. 

We demonstrate our love of Jesus by doing what 
Jesus would do if he were here. We try to live out of our 
congregational mission statement, which reads: we are 
“the heart, hands, feet, voice and mind of Christ locally 
and globally.” 

In the coming months, we have several more 
opportunities to give a helping hand—food offering on 
Nov. 29, “2 cent a meal” offering on Dec. 13.  We 
decided not to offer a “Blanket Sunday” this fall, because 
of the special efforts of Heifer International, COBYS, and 
the traditional White Gift.”  Blessings and peace!                                   
--Hunger and Poverty Team 

Do You Love Me? 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OPTIONS 
NOVEMBER 2009 

9:00 – 9:45 Sunday Mornings 

The following classes are open to everyone.  All are 

invited. 

 
The Chapel Bible Study Group, led by Calvin Wenger, 
meets in the Chapel.  They are currently immersed in an 
intensive study of the New Testament.  In November 
they will continue in the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
The Thoughtful Life Class, meeting in Rooms 162-163, 
features stimulating resource persons who lead 
discussions on a variety of topics.  The October topics 
are: 

Nov. 1 – The Pastor’s Workshop III, Gene Bucher 

Nov. 8 – Being Green at Home and Daily Life, 

Christine Turkki 

Nov. 15 – Lancaster COB’s 50th Anniversary at 1601 

Sunset Ave. – J. Calvin Wenger 

Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6 
Sermons I Cannot Preach Today Without 

a Discussion Following – Curtis Dubble 
Nov. 22 – The Nature of God 
Nov. 29 – The Focus of Worship 
Dec. 6 – Heaven, Hell, and Place 

 
The Nesters Bible Study Group, meeting in Room 170, 
explores the basics of faith, focusing on weekly stand-
alone topics chosen from a list developed by class 
members. Everyone is encouraged to bring to class 
relevant information, questions, scripture, etc.  The 
group is led by Darryl and Sandy Rock, as well as 
volunteers from the group. 
 
The One Another group, coordinated by Linda Husted, 
meets in Pastor Rill’s office.  They are continuing a 9-
week study of Romans, using the Yale Bible Study series.  
Discussion is based on a DVD presentation by two Yale 
Divinity School scholars.  Class members receive 
passages of scriptures to read and questions for 
reflection prior to class. 

Discipleship 
Commitment to sharing the Good News. 

 Sharing our time, talent and resources in the "body of 
Christ" and beyond.  
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YOUTH  NEWS 
Junior High 
Action Sunday-Action Sunday occurs one Sunday a 
month where the youth get to participate in an activity 
that is physically active and enjoyable.  This is also a 
great time to bring friends and get to know other 
members of the LCOB Youth Group.  Lunch will be 
provided.  On November 22, 2009 in the FLC 11:30 A.M.-
1:00 P.M. 
 
Brethren Village Bingo-This is a great opportunity for 
our youth to serve people at Brethren Village.  We will 
be assisting them as the BV residents enjoy playing 
bingo.  Meet at the church by 1 PM and we will return 
by 4 PM. 
 
Summer Trip Meeting:  Heifer International-Please join 
us on November 8, 2009 in the JH room following the 
10:15 services and before Soup and Salad.  Please also 
bring your calendars with you! 
 
Senior High 
Journey to NYC:  Project Clay Jars-Dedication of Clay 
Jars on November 22, 2009 in all worship services. 
 
 

A THANK YOU TO ALL YOUTH MINISTRY 
LEADERS 

 
 In March, 2007, the Lancaster COB began to 
organize youth ministry into leadership teams. For the 
first time ever, we as a congregation decided it was not 
good enough to simply hire a youth pastor to be the sole 
person responsible for our programs for youth. Instead, 
we decided our youth programs would be strengthened 
by a team approach to minister to our Jr. High and Sr. 
High youth. When Curtis Dehmey came to serve our 
congregation in June of 2008, he found that he had lots 
of help with the programs for which he now had 
responsibility.  
 Since that vision became a reality, we have had 
strong leadership teams in the various areas of youth 
ministry. Now, after two and a half years, some of the 
members of the original teams are stepping aside for 
new people to serve.  
 Thank you to Jim Heck, Susan Adsitt, Dan 
Hufford, Wendie & Steve Holsinger, Tim & Melissa Heck 
for their service to the Jr. High Team. This Team was 
responsible for all the activities planned for the Jr. Highs 
outside of Sunday School throughout the year. The 

newly organized Jr. High Team consists of Cathy Betz, 
Scott Brubaker, Gary Horning, Carol Shearer, with Tim & 
Melissa Heck and Dan Hufford continuing to give 
support. 
 Many Thanks to Susan Adsitt for being the sole 
teacher of the Jr. High class for many years. Now a team 
of teachers will engage the Jr. Highs in discussion each 
Sunday morning. The Jr. High teachers are Melissa & Tim 
Heck, Doug Lunger, Mike Snyder, Christine Turkki, Susan 
Adsitt and Curtis Dehmey. 
 Thanks also go to the following people who have 
served on the Sr. High Team - Hank & Theresa  Herr, 
Donna & Doug Lunger, Jennifer Martin, Troy Nace and 
Bryan Miley. The newly organized Sr. High Team consists 
of Megan Eldredge, Dan Hufford, Wendie and Steve 
Holsinger with assistance from Donna Lunger. 
 Also serving in a new capacity as service project 
coordinators for the Sr. high youth are Linda Husted, 
John Biemiller and Jennifer Hess. 
 The Soup and Salad Team has been organized 
for more than two years by Wendy Young with support 
from Troy Nace, Marilyn & Dennis White. Joining the 
Soup and Salad team are John Biemiller, Jean Deihm and 
Pam Kinderwater. They plan the wonderful Sunday 
meals that the whole congregation enjoys and which 
function as the primary fundraiser for the youth 
activities.  
 Another group that has had a vital role in our 
youth programs over the past two and a half years has 
been the YM Oversight Team. The Oversight Team 
members have been Suzanne Schaudel, Susan Adsitt, 
John Biemiller, Linda Husted and Curtis Dehmey. 
Currently we are in the process of phasing out the 
former members of the Oversight Team with persons 
who are taking on the responsibilities of overseeing the 
total youth program under Curtis Dehmey’s leadership. 
The new members of the YM Oversight Team are Linda 
Byers, Linda Hopple and Sue Lines.  
 When you come in contact with any of the many 
people on this list, thank them for their great service to 
our youth and our congregation! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

CLIMBERS’ CORNER 

“PIECING EARTH TOGETHER” 
All women – come to the World Community Day 
sponsored by Church Women United. 
When – November 6 at 12:00 noon 
Where – Otterbein United Methodist Church on the 
corner of N. Queen and Clay Streets 
What – Tea and goodies, Ten Thousand Villages’ gifts 
from around the world for you to purchase, and a 
program titled: “Building a world fit for all God’s 
children”. 
How – Enter at the red door at 20 E. Clay Street or from 
the parking lot behind the church where ramps and 
elevators are located. No registration required.  Just 
come!  For information, please contact Grace Cox. 

53rd Banquet at the Weavers 
Hot chocolate and popcorn 

Saturday, November 14 
4:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   •   Family Life Center 

Children ages 3 years – 6th Grade  
 
 Longing for an Adult night out on the town? 
Here’s your chance! Drop off your kids in the Family Life 
Center for a night of fun activities while you enjoy some 
time for yourself. 
 
Theme: Carnival  
 The night will be packed with activities, including 
a moon bounce, and lots of carnival games and prizes. A 
pizza dinner will be provided. 
 
 There is no fee. However, if you are able a small 
d o n a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d . 
Please contact Lisa Miley or Jodi Yingling by Sunday, 
November 8 to R.S.V.P.  Friends are welcome, too! 
 
Lisa: 656-7936 or lisa@deandesign.com 
Jodi: 495-2520 or jodiyinpa@gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY BREAKFAST! 
Saturday December 12, 2009 

8:30am to 10am in the Family Life Center 
Come and enjoy some family time around the breakfast 

table! 
Many stations where Mom and Dad and the kids can 

have fun! 
Cookie decorating, singing and crafts! 

Sign-up sheet located on the  
Children's Ministries bulletin board. 
For more information please contact  

April Curran at 293-0446. 

LIPW ANNOUNCE FALL FORUM 
 On Sunday afternoon from 2:00 – 4:00 on 
November 8, the Lancaster Interchurch Peace Witness 
invites you to attend its fall meeting at the Church of the 
Apostles, 1850 Marietta Avenue. Bob Edgar, former 
General Secretary on the National Council of Churches 
and former U.S. Congressman from Pennsylvania, and 
current President and CEO of Common Cause, will be the 
guest speaker. Common Cause is one of the most 
effective grassroots advocacy organizations in the U.S. 
working for democracy reform. The goal of Common 
Cause is to make government at all levels more honest, 
open and accountable. 
 Edgar’s topic is “ Feeding the Hungry While 
Paying for War: Let the Light Break Forth” Isaiah 58. This 
event is open to the public. A free-will offering will be 
received.  

MYSTERY AT THE CASTLE 
An evening of adventure and intrigue 

Kaleidoscope 2009  
Activities for Children  

German Cuisine • Entertainment • Silent Auction  
Saturday, November 7, 2009  

5:00 — 8:00 pm  
Ridgeview Mennonite Church  

3723 Ridge Road, Gordonville, PA  
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT  

www.BridgeofHopelcc.org  
OR CALL  

717-394-7406 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT  

CONGREGATION EVENTS 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

mailto:jodiyinpa@gmail.com
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SUNDAY 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

   8:00   a.m.    Chapel 
   9:00  a.m.     Family Life Center            
   10:15 a.m.    Family Life Center 
   10:15 a.m.    Sanctuary 
   10:15 a.m.    Maranatha  

 

Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 

LANCASTER CHURCH  
OF  

THE BRETHREN 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
To be and make disciples of Christ for 

the  transformation of the world. 
  

MISSION STATEMENT 
To be the heart, hands, feet, voice, and 

mind of Christ locally and globally. 
 

GOALS 
Radical Hospitality 
Passionate Worship 

Intentional Faith Development 
Risk-Taking Mission and Service 

Extravagant Generosity  
 

(Adopted by the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 10/07) 

The deadline for the  
December issue  

is  November 10, 2009. 

LANCASTER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
1601 Sunset Avenue, Lancaster, PA 17601-4329 
(717)-397-4751     lancob@comcast.net        
                www.lancob.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


