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Starlight Tea Epiphany Concert Songs of Joy and Peace!

Each year at LCOB, we celebrate the music of Advent, Christmas and the new year with our Starlight
Tea Epiphany Concert. This year's concert is Sunday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. It is
wonderful, after the hustle and bustle of family celebrations for Christmas and New Year's Day, to pause
and take one more look at the music of the season, in
a much more relaxed frame of mind!
This year, our concert will begin with a wonderful
handbell arrangement of the classic hymn, O Come, All
Ye Faithful, arranged by Michael R. Keller and rung by
the Carillon Bell Choir. We'll then look to the season
of Advent, with the Chancel Choir singing music by
Jay Rouse (Come, Emmanuel, Come), Emery DeWitt (The
Angel Gabriel), Christopher Aaspas (As the Dark Awaits
the Dawn) and Dan Forrest (The First Noel).
We'll continue with a set we've titled FIVE BY
RUTTER. British composer John Rutter is muchbeloved by churches worldwide, and this set gathers
five of his most famous compositions: Wexford Carol,
Donkey Carol, Angel Tidings, Cradle Song, and the Star
Carol.
Flutist Jana MacKay, oboist Jill Marchione and
bassoonist Robin Plant will join us for Ander Öhrwall's Gaudete. The Latin word gaudete means "rejoice,"
and this music definitely does that, with a set of readings and carols from various countries dating to the
Medieval and Renaissance periods. The accompaniment by our guest woodwind trio greatly adds to the
celebration! Although the title is in Latin, the sung text
is in English.
Our concert will end with a set that is all about
peace - surely appropriate for LCOB as we start a new
year so deeply in need of peace. Felix Mendelssohn's
How Lovely Are the Messengers That Bring Us the Gospel of
Peace will remind us of the peace of Christ. The spiritual How Long? by Pepper Choplin asks the question,
"When will peace come?" The concert will end with
perhaps the most profound prayer for peace in all of
music: Dona Nobis Pacem (Grant Us Peace) from J. S.
Bach's masterwork, the B Minor Mass.
Admission is free, with a free-will offering taken.
Please join us as we celebrate our faith with joyous
music! --Emery Dewitt

Prayer Breakfast
28 Anniversary Celebration
th

The Wednesday Morning Prayer Breakfast at Lancaster Church of the Brethren began January 15, 1986,
with 16 worshipers on an 8 degree morning. This initiative was the inspiration of David Hosler and T. Norwood (Woody) Herr. With few exceptions, the
Wednesday Prayer Breakfast has occurred weekly at
LCOB ever since.
On Saturday morning, January 11, 2014, the 28th
Anniversary Prayer Breakfast will be held in the Family
Life Center at 8:00 a.m. for breakfast and 8:30 a.m. for
prayers and meditations.
Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to attend.
While midweek, early
mornings may not be possible for some, a Saturday
morning is usually suitable
for everyone. The program
is expected to last about 50 minutes and will focus on
how we all can identify and care for the ones Christ
named as “the least of these.” Matthew 25:35-40
Meditations, Readings, Prayers and meaningful recollection from prayer breakfasts past will be part of the
program. The guest speaker of the day will be Dennis
W. Felty, President of Keystone Human Services. He
was the co-founder of Keystone in 1972; now a family
of non-profit organizations committed to helping people with disabilities become valued and contributing
members of the community.
A hot breakfast will be served, so an approximate
count will be helpful. Please contact the Church Office (717-397-4751) and simply give your name and the
number of people expected to attend with you. Signup sheets can also be found in the Gathering Place &
Church Office.
Again, ALL ARE WELCOME to attend and encouraged to bring a neighbor.
--David Hosler, Prayer Breakfast Coach
Lancaster Church of the Brethren is a working,
worshiping, learning Christian community, open and
accepting without discrimination or force in matters of
belief and practice.

SERVING THIS JANUARY
GREETERS
7:40 a.m.
8:40 a.m.
8:40 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

USHERS

Kathy & Gene Mummau
Sue & John Groff
Wanda & Frank Fox
Carlene & Scott Hufford
Barb & Russ Morrow
Judi & Bob Hess

CHAPEL SERVICE 8:00 a.m.
Warren Evans & John Graham
SANCTUARY SERVICE 10:15 a.m.
*Clyde Angle
Bev Angle
Courtney Hartman
John Herr
Clyde Wenger
Shirley Wenger

CHURCH LIBRARY
Staffed Sunday 9:45—10:15 a.m.

* Head Usher

Wilma Garland

ACOLYTES
Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:

Bill Evans
Barry Nyman

VAN INFORMATION

Drew Smith
Jack Smith
Luke Wenger
Gabby Rodriguez
Andrew Lines

Shirley Gish
898-7876

ATTENDANCE

DIRECTORY CHANGES

The 2014 Phone Directories will be
available at the end of this month.
Look for them in your mailbox!

November 17 - 336
November 24 - 348
December 1 - 370
December 8 - 347
December 15 - 226

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1

Charles Denlinger
Del Akech Del
Phillip Deng
James Kongor
Chol Mading Deng
Deng Kudior Bol
Jacob Kongor

7

Brad Snyder

10 Alaina Bridgeman
Shirley Gish
Brian Shotzberger
12 Grant Husted
14 Mike Snyder
15 Terry Shearer

2
3

Donald Dotterer
Andrew Lefever

4

Madeleine Miller
Carly Deihm

16 Carl Gish
Barry Wilson

5

Mary Snyder

6

Paul Herr
Theresa Herr
Shawn Smith
Elvin Heck

17 Ryan Brubaker
Luke Brandt
22 J. Ervin Martin
Jessica Dunbar

2

23 Wanda Fox
Sarah Shearer
Ron Yunginger
24 Eric Snyder
25 Melissa Heck
26 Craig Husted
28 Norma Hollinger
Bob Frick
30 Gloria Denlinger
Glenn Shultz
Shirley (Clyde) Wenger
31 Eric Keepers

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC’S DESK

been thinking a lot about GRATITUDE lately.
I ’ve
Of course, the season of Thanksgiving, just passed

singers, or our precious children who sing so joyously
under Jamie’s direction, I can’t imagine our worship life without music. And what a dear friend and colleague I have found in Margaret
Marsch! She is such a fine organist
and accompanist – I hope you regularly thank her for her leadership.
I AM GRATEFUL FOR
FRIENDS. Recently, Mary Ellen
and I had a terrible loss when two of our closest friends,
husband and wife, were killed in a motorcycle accident. I
was so grateful for the many expressions of care that we
received from those around us. And as time has passed
since their death, I find that my gratitude for the decade
that we knew them has grown and grown. Those memories help soften the loss, as I remember with gratitude all
that they meant to
Gratitude bestows reverence, allowus.
ing us to encounter everyday epiphaI AM GRATE- nies, those transcendent moments of
FUL FOR GOD’S awe that change forever how we exGRACE! All of the perience life and the world.
-- John Milton
above, and all that
we hold dear, flow from God’s love. If we can just pause
and ponder our lives with gratitude, how can we help
but want to share that grace in service and love to all
around us? So let’s make a New Year’s resolution together: EVERY DAY in 2014, I will express thanks to God
and to those around me!

as I write this, has something to do with it. But even
more than that, is it’s a pervasive sense of the beauty
and fragility of life, and the joy we should experience as
God’s gift to us. May I take a moment to enumerate?
I AM GRATEFUL FOR THIS CONGREGATION. When I came to work as part of the LCOB
staff in July of 2004, I had Feeling gratitude and not
plenty of job experience,
expressing it is like wrapping
but it was my first time to a present and not giving it. -William Arthur Ward
work for a church. Imagine the gratitude that Mary Ellen and I felt when we realized that this would be far more than just a place of employment. Within our first month here, we decided that
we wanted to join this congregation, to be part of this
warm and thoughtful group of people, dedicated to service and to each other. Thank you, thank you, thank
you!
I AM GRATEFUL FOR OUR MUSIC, AND
FOR THOSE WHO MAKE IT. It’s hard to even express how much joy our musical volunteers bring to me.
Of course, mak- 'Thank you' is the best prayer that anyone
ing music tocould say. I say that one a lot. Thank you
gether is one of expresses extreme gratitude, humility,
the most joyous understanding. -- Alice Walker
things that we
humans can do together, but the groups of musicians in
this church constantly move me to thanks with their
dedication, talent and plain hard work. Whether choristers, bell ringers, Morning Psalm instrumentalists and
-Emery DeWitt. Director of Music

Three Cheers from BV

Stocking Extravaganza for Excentia!

Thank you to Bev Angle, Fern Bucher, Jeanne
Heck, Eileen Hull, Linda McCulley, Marilyn Wagner,
Mary Weaver and Clyde & Shirley Wenger for assisting
the residents on November 16 for the Saturday afternoon Bingo at Brethren Village. Our church is responsible for this activity once a year and I appreciate the
support of these volunteers.

Women's Fellowship filled 79 Christmas stockings
for people living in group homes at Excentia, formerly
PAI. To everybody who supported this project, thank
you. --Marilyn Hummel

Thanks to everyone who donated and/or purchased cookies at the Brethren Village Christmas
Cookie Sale. Also, helping at the cookie sale were Fern
Bucher, Grace Cox and Jeanne Heck.
Many thanks to the following persons who helped
set up and decorate trees for Christmas on the Brethren Village Campus: Bev Angle, Nancy & Jay Enders,
Steve Focht, Jeanne Heck, Eileen Hull, Linda McCulley, Marilyn Wagner and Clyde & Shirley Wenger.
--Marilyn Hummel
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in when they feel that they have the answer–correct or
not. When a toss-up question is answered correctly,
the answering team gets to respond to a three-part
“bonus” question, each part worth 10 points.
The match continues until all of the toss-up questions have been asked, and the team with the highest
score is declared the winner. The
winning team will move on to the
next round, and the losing team will
join the spectators to cheer on the
remaining teams. Bob Frick will
serve as moderator, and well-known
members of the congregation will
serve as team captains.
During January, team captains
are being chosen and volunteers will
be recruited to serve as team members. If you would
like to serve on one of the teams, please contact Bob
Frick or a member of the WNL Committee (Bev Angle, Megan or Tim Lester, or Chuck Denlinger). We
look forward to your participation, either as a team
member or as part of a supportive audience.
--Chuck Denlinger

Wednesday Night Live
January 22 – April 9, 2014

WNL will run 12 weeks this time. As is our custom, we will gather at 5:00 for a tasty supper and fellowship in the Family Life Center. There is no charge
for the meal, but donation baskets
are provided on each table. After
supper there are activities for children and adults. In addition to rehearsals of the Carillon Bell Choir,
Chancel Choir, and Morning Psalm
Worship Team, the following activities are scheduled: 6:00-6:45: Music
-making fun for children ages 4 &
up, led by Jamie Nace in Room 219.
6:15 -7:15: Adult “classes” in Rooms 162-163.

There will be two series of adult classes:

Jan. 22 – Feb. 19: Bob Cooper, coordinator of a
network in Lancaster for children of incarcerated parents, will present a five-week series based on his book,
Hearing the Cries, Faith and Criminal Justice. This will be
of special interest to members of our congregation as
they prepare for involvement in prison ministry. Bob
will provide free copies of his book to all class participants. Anyone wanting to start reading before the
class begins can get a copy from Al Hansell.
(hansell2@comcast.net or 285-7724)
Feb. 26 – April 9: WNL BIBLE QUIZ BOWL.
Bible Quiz Bowl competition is fun! This exciting
event will enable everyone to participate, either as a
competitor or as part of an enthusiastic, appreciative
audience. Eight teams of three players will compete in
a single-elimination tournament. One match between
two teams will be held each week, starting Feb. 26, culminating with the championship round on April 9.
Each round will consist of teams being asked
twenty “toss-up” questions, each worth 10 points. A
buzzer system will be utilized so participants can buzz

Pouring Life Into Ministry
A Conference for All Who Serve the Church
February 22, 2014 at Ephrata CoB
Everyone is invited to attend an exciting conference being planned by the Nurture Commission of the
Atlantic Northeast District of the Church of the Brethren. The conference will take place on Saturday, February 22, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Ephrata
Church of the Brethren. Keynote speaker is Dr. Steve
Musser, author, pastoral leader and passionate communicator about empowering those who serve in local
church ministries. Dean Sensenig and the Ephrata
CoB’s Worship Team will lead us in praise and worship. In addition to Dr. Musser’s presentations in the
morning and in the afternoon, there will be six Insight
Sessions on topics ranging from “Bridging the Generation Gap” to “Back to the Center” focusing on prayer
ministry. Lancaster CoB’s own Praise Kidz leaders,
Lisa Miley and Jodi Yingling, will participate in a panel
discussion on children’s ministry.
The cost to attend the Pouring Life Into Ministry conference is only $15 which includes a warm lunch. Registration forms are available on the table next to the
mailboxes in the Gathering Area. Registration deadline
is February 1. Any questions? Please contact Suzanne
Schaudel, Secretary of Nurture Commission of ANE.
--Suzanne Schaudel

Friendship Meal Planned
Save the date! All are invited to a February Friendship Meal on February 15, 2014. Time to be announced but about 5:00-6:30
p.m. This is sponsored by
the Hospitality Ministry
Team. Look for more information in upcoming bulletins
and the February Brethren
Highlights. --Diana Wiker
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From Little to Much

Climbers’ Corner

The story of the loaves and fishes is known to be
the only miracle included in all four books of the Gospel. In both Matthew and Mark, as second, a similar
story is told again, with seven loaves and 4,000 people.
And in both Matthew and Mark the story comes up a
third time, when the disciples say they have no bread
and Jesus reminds them of the first two incidences,
saying “Do you not understand?”
Clearly the great teacher wanted to emphasize the
importance of leadership and understanding of stewardship as an essential part of building and providing
for a church community. Stewardship leaders should
know the resources are present among the people and
must help the community recognize and tap their
abundance in responsible ways.
The disciples begin with a half-empty mindset.
They are in a deserted place with thousands of needy
people and immediately the conversation goes to money: not having enough to buy what is needed; send
them away to buy their own; how can this be done?
Much hand-wringing and gnashing of teeth, whining
and complaining goes on among the disciples in trying
to address the problem. Confidence wavers and anxiety levels spike. Sound familiar?
Each time the disciples come to Jesus, he calmly
tells them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” They come back expressing more
doubts, and Jesus asks, “How many loaves have you?
Go and see.”
In the story, Jesus wisely instructs his disciples to
organize the people into smaller groups of 50 people.
The leader must also have a vision and system to help
the community meet its needs, effectively manage their
resources, and take care of one another.
In John’s telling, it is a child who makes the personal transformation. A child has a supper of five
loaves and two fish and offers it to Jesus and the disciples. Could it be possible that young boy was the only
one among the 5,000 who brought food with them?
Perhaps the boy was the only one who looked into his
own basket and saw what he had, instead of what he
didn’t have and was willing to take action. The boy
saw the need and knew that he had something to
share.
And, so all ate and were filled. May it be so!!
--Frank Fox, Stewardship Chair

The Climbers Class will be having Brunch at the
Manheim Grill, located on route 72 just
south of Manheim, on Sunday, January
12, at 11:45 a.m. Suggested items for the
LCCC food bank are pancake mix, syrup
and fruit juice. Please plan to attend and
enjoy the fellowship. --Gene Mummau

January PMT Energy Tip
In the heating season, water vapors from bathing
and cooking are beneficial because they help humidify
your home. Use kitchen and bath exhaust fans for
only the time needed in the winter to keep as much
heat as possible inside your house.

Hunger and Poverty Schedule
So you may plan ahead, here is the Hunger and
Poverty Group’s schedule for 2014.

Jan. 12---First “2 Cents a Meal” offering for
2014. Remember, 1/3 of this offering goes to
the Lancaster County Council of Churches
(LCCC) and 2/3 to the Church of the Brethren
Global Food Crisis Fund.

Mar. 9---First Sunday in Lent, Bread and Cup
Communion, food for LCCC.

Mar. 30---“2 Cents a Meal” offering.

Apr. 17---Maundy Thursday, Love Feast and
Communion, food for LCCC.

May 4---“2 Cents a Meal” offering.

June 8---Pentecost, Bread and Cup Communion, food for LCCC.

July and August—“Be An Angel” project to
purchase uniforms and supplies for approximately 1200 homeless students in the School District
of Lancaster.

Oct. 5---World Communion Sunday, Love Feast
and Communion, food for LCCC.

Nov. 9---“2 Cents a Meal” offering.

Nov. 30---First Sunday in Advent, Bread and
Cup Communion, food for LCCC.
We also would like to report these end of year totals for 2013:
$ 7,776 for “2 Cents a Meal” offerings.
$16,184 for “Be An Angel” giving for school
supplies and uniforms.
Remember these words of Jesus from Matthew
25:31-46: “. . . I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing . . .” --Hunger and Poverty Group
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
January 2014
The following classes are open to everyone. All are invited.
Even though these groups are “ongoing,” they are always looking for new members!
9:00 – 9:45 Sunday Mornings
The Chapel Bible Study Group, led by Calvin Wenger, John Snader, and Bob Frick, meets in the Chapel. They
are currently completing an intensive study of the New Testament. In January they will be studying Revelation.
The One Another Class, coordinated by Linda Husted and Jeff Rill, meets in Pastor Rill’s office for a time of
fellowship and study. They will not meet Jan. 5. In the remaining weeks of January they will be studying Walter
Brueggemann’s book, Embracing the Prophets in Contemporary Culture.
The Thoughtful Life Class, meeting in Rooms 162-163, features stimulating resource persons who lead discussions in a variety of topics. Speakers and topics scheduled in January are:
Jan. 5 – Lee Barrett, Professor of Theology at Lancaster Theological Seminary will lead a discussion of
What is God Like? Through the ages, Christians have disagreed about God’s essential characteristics. Is He primarily powerful and glorious, primarily compassionate and intimate, primarily judgmental and righteous, or is He all of these? If so, how do these qualities interrelate?
Jan. 12 – Lee Barrett, What is God Like? – Part 2.
Jan. 19 – Lee Barrett, What is God Like? – Part 3.
Jan. 26 – Jeff Bach, Director of the Young Center at Elizabethtown College, will present themes from the
400th anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible.
Connections is a casual conversation group meeting in Room 200. It is open to everyone interested in connecting
with other people on a more personal level. Loosely organized discussions each month are focused as follows:
First Sunday: Alternates between scripture study and a service project.
Second Sunday: Hot topics within the church.
Third Sunday: Game Day. Word games to stimulate thinking and conversation.
Fourth Sunday: God at the Movies – our take on a Pastor Shreckhise favorite topic.
Fifth Sunday: Guest speakers addressing Brethren Beliefs.
For details, contact Rich Bowser at 201-8734 or rbowser4@yahoo.com.

Atlantic Northeast District News
Save the date:
Senior Adult Spring Banquet at Middle Creek CoB
on Thursday, April 3, at noon. More information to
follow in the coming months.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION
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THANK YOU, CONGREGATION!
The family of C. Harold Benedict, Jr. would like to
express their thanks to the pastoral staff and entire
congregation for the prayers, visits, cards and kind
words of support to our father during his illness and
during his path at end of life.
Sincerely,
Eileen, Gregg and Anita Benedict and Marilyn Drake
---------------------------------------------------------Thank you for the many acts of kindness that you
shared with Judi and me during my recent illness. I
cannot express how much we have appreciated your
prayers, cards, visits, calls and food during this difficult
time. In addition to many people in the congregation, I
would especially like to thank Jeff, Calvin, Mo and Rachel, Wednesday Morning Prayer Group, the Seekers
and my great friends in the choir for all of their support
and caring.
Bob Hess
---------------------------------------------------------Dear Church Family,
We thank all of you for your support of us over the
past few months, including your prayers and concerns
when Al had back surgery. We appreciate the meals
provided for Al while Barbara was in Connecticut with
our daughter, Karen during her cancer surgery. We
also appreciate the calls and cards from the church
family as well as Calvin's visits. Since moving here June
11th you have welcomed us and made us a part of your
community of faith. Thanks to each of you. - Alvin
and Barb Cott
---------------------------------------------------------Dear Wednesday Prayer Breakfast,
Dick and I wish to thank you (Prayer Breakfast) for all
the prayers and note and cards you have sent. It is so
comforting to know you haven’t been forgotten when
attending church isn’t possible. May the Lord bless
your efforts for thinking of others.
Blessings, Dick & Peggy Bates
---------------------------------------------------------Thank you to everyone who gave me Christmas
cards and gifts this year. This congregation is very giving in so many way. Peace and Blessing to you all in
this New Year. --Tiffany Dickel, Church Administrator
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

LANCASTER CHURCH
OF
THE BRETHREN
VISION STATEMENT
To be and make disciples of Christ for the
transformation of the world.

MISSION STATEMENT
To be the heart, hands, feet, voice, and
mind of Christ locally and globally.

GOALS
Radical Hospitality
Passionate Worship
Intentional Faith Development
Risk-Taking Mission and Service
Extravagant Generosity
(Adopted by the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 10/07)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Thur 8:00am—4:00pm
Friday
8:00am—1:00pm

SUNDAY
WORSHIP SERVICES
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

Chapel
Family Life Center
Family Life Center
Sanctuary
Maranatha

WORSHIP FOR
CHILDREN
10:15 a.m. Praise Kidz
(Age 4—3rd grade)

10:15 a.m. SALT
(4th—6th grade)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:00a.m. Children & Adults
The deadline for every issue
is the 15th of the previous month.
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Our Staff
Jeffrey B. Rill
Senior Pastor
Cindy E. L. Lattimer
Associate Pastor
J. Calvin Wenger
Pastor of Caregiving
Emery A. DeWitt
Director of Music
Margaret Marsch
Jeanne Heck
Organists
Jamie Nace
Director of Children’s Music
Director of Children’s Ministry
Linda Byers
Director of Youth Ministries
Tiffany L. Dickel
Church Administrator
Newsletter Editor
Linda Harnish
Secretary
Troy Nace
Custodian

