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New Spring Congregational Meeting Date

Maundy Thursday ~ Easter

Starlight Tea Welcomes Harp Duo!

On Maundy Thursday, April 2, we gather in the
Family Life Center at 7:00 p.m. for Love Feast and
Communion to remember and enact the events and
lessons of Jesus and his disciples in the Upper Room.
Examining our relationship with our Lord and with
each other precedes eating the agape meal, feet washing, and bread and cup communion. A Tenebrae Service will be held immediately following the Love Feast
and Communion. The word “tenebrae” is Latin for
“shadows.” The purpose of the service is to recreate
the emotional aspects of the passion story. We start
that service in candlelight. There are as many candles
as there are Scripture readings, plus a white Christ candle. After each Scripture passage is read a candle is
extinguished, until only the Christ candle remains.
Then, after the last scripture passage is read, the Christ
candle is put out, leaving us in total darkness—a powerful experience, reminding us of the death of Jesus on
the cross on Good Friday. At this point the service
ends. There is no benediction and, after the lights are
turned up enough for us to see, the people leave in silence.
There will be no service on Good Friday this year.
On Sunday, April 5, Easter SONrise Service will
be held at 6:15 a.m. in the chapel to celebrate that
Christ is risen from the grave! Easter Breakfast will
be held in Rooms 162-163 starting at 7:00 a.m. Combine Morning Psalm worships at 10:15 a.m. in the
Family Life Center. Maranatha worships in the Upper Room at 10:15 a.m. The Traditional services at
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. will be held in the sanctuary.
In both services the Chancel Choir will sing. People
from the congregation will be invited to join the choir
in singing “The Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s
Messiah.
As we journey through Lent to Holy Week may
you draw nearer to God through Jesus, the Christ, as
we worship together in the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. Consider inviting a friend or family
member to come with you to worship for the blessings
it offers. --Pastor Jeff Rill

The Church Board requested at their March meeting that the Spring Congregational Business Meeting
be changed to the last Sunday of April in order that the
Board can have their regularly scheduled meeting prior
to the Congregational Meeting. That means that Congregational Meeting will take place after the Soup &
Salad fundraiser to benefit the youth immediately following the 10:15 worship on April 26.
At the Congregational Meeting you will hear reports of the various Ministry Teams of the Lancaster
COB, vote on the distribution of Outreach & Scholarship Endowment funds, learn about a new fund drive
for the Lancaster County Council of Churches Food
Bank, vote on individuals to be licensed and ordained
into ministry and have a chance to hear more about
ongoing programs of our congregation. Come to listen, learn and ask questions. Remember the date of the
spring Congregational Meeting is April 26.
--Church Board

On Saturday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m., the Starlight
Tea Concert Series is very pleased to present a dynamic duo: Principally Harps! “True artistry in tandem”
and “poetry in motion” are what audiences are saying
to describe the playing styles of duo harpists, Mindy
Cutcher and Janet Witman. Principally Harps! blends
the talents and experiences of two of America’s finest
harpists in presentations of virtuosity, distinct style and
impeccable ensemble. Their programs include stunning
adaptations of great “hits” from opera, ballet and orchestral repertoire, “Le Cid,” “Swan
Lake” to beloved favorites, “Clair
de lune,” “Blue Danube,” from
original works of iconic harpist,
Carlos Salzedo, to popular works of
Joplin, Bacharach and Gershwin.
Both artists perform on concert
grand harps; Mindy on a Lyon and Healy Style 30 and
Janet on a French Camac Trianon. Both musicians
have over thirty years of professional harp experiences
in the Mid-Atlantic Region - as soloists, orchestral and
ensemble players, and teachers. This concert promises
to be an elegant delight! Come and bring your friends,
and stay afterward for tea and cookies and the chance
to meet our soloists! --Emery DeWitt

Lancaster Church of the Brethren is a working,
worshiping, learning Christian community, open and
accepting without discrimination or force in matters of
belief and practice.

Serving This April
GREETERS
7:40 a.m.
8:40 a.m.
8:40 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

USHERS

Carol and John Graham
Loretta and Burnell Kreider
Linda and Ken Harnish
Darlene and Earl Williams
Shirley and Clyde Wenger
Joyce and Rich Bohn

CHAPEL SERVICE 8:00 a.m.
Jere Tankesley
Chuck Neslund
SANCTUARY SERVICE 10:15 a.m.
*Jay Wenger
Paul Herr
Joan Miley
*Head Usher

CHURCH LIBRARY
Staffed Sunday 9:45—10:15 a.m.
Jean Deihm

ACOLYTES
Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:

Donald Brenner
Carol Kramer
Dory Voulopos

Scott Brubaker
Dick Kramer

VAN INFORMATION

Maria Ramirez
Jack Smith
Luke Wenger
Sadie Bowser
Drew Smith

Bob Hopple - 519-2602

ATTENDANCE

DIRECTORY CHANGES
New Email Address:
Scott & Carlene Hufford schuff3577@gmail.com

February 15 - 237
February 22 - 226
March 1 - 274
March 8 - 313

Directory Correction:
Ana Rodriguez
118 N. Marshall St., Lancaster PA 17602
606-9073 341-5521

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2

3

Matthew Harnish
Romaine Lefever
Aidan Buckwalter

11 Steve Polansky
Jenny Dolk
Ava Bowser

18

Mackenzie Metzger
Clemens Rosenberger
Darle Good

Kyle Shaffer
LaRue Helm

12 Suzanne Schaudel
Bruce Bomberger

19 Guy Wampler
Jay Rhoades

4
5

John Hagen
Jack Smith

13 Blair Breidenstine
Pat Young

20 Jay Weaver
Jon Bridgeman

6

Suzanne Kline
Marissa Nace

21 Mary Weaver

8

Warren Evans

14 Jillian Schmidt
Annette Schopf
Justin Shertzer

10 Alexander Nye
Ray Frace

16 Mark Harnish

22 Christopher Holsinger
Christina Miller
Joyce Marks

17 Linda Husted
Barbara Cott

23 Jay Enders
Jeff Breidenstine
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24 Arelis Sable
26 Jack Forsha
29 Jere Bridgeman
Joshua Kreider
30 Kate Rill

A
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

From the Pastor’s Desk

Primer on Prayer – 21 concepts for our consideration:
Prayer often changes things; it always changes persons to be more Christ-like.
Prayer should be fervent, intense and focused.
Prayer is a primary human instinct and need that
transcends all faiths and cultures.
Prayer should contain a heavy dose of gratitude and
thanksgiving.
Prayer in its most basic form should include speaking to God, listening to Him and meditating on the
inspiration received and experienced.
The position and place for prayer is not as important
as our attitude, especially one of humility.
Prayers are always answered. God is one of tremendously good manners so He always responds.
Sometimes it is “Yes,” sometimes it is “No” and
sometimes it is “Wait until a later time.”
Power is always associated with genuine prayer and
this comes especially from our relationship with
Christ Jesus.
Prayers in schools will never be totally eliminated as
long as tests and examinations are given.
Any thought or attitude that is positive or expressing
support or good will for another human being is
prayer. In this vein, spontaneous, one sentence flash
prayers in any situation are appropriate and effective.
Earnest prayer, especially which is combined with
others, fuels all accomplishments in any area of life
pursuits.
For many, prayer is more about a meaningful relationship with God than a request for favors. Therefore, when not getting what we ask for may lead us
into a deeper dependence on Him.
Prayer should be couched in the hope that the answer will bring us what we want, but even more important is that it will be within the sovereign will of
God.
Gracious prayer is trusting God to do what is best
even when we don’t receive what we want.
It is very difficult to genuinely pray for another per-

16.

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.

son and also hold a
depth of ill feeling
toward that person.
Prayer is very personal and private most of
the time, but some of
our prayer time
should be in conjunction with other persons or groups of persons.
Prayer is a precious
path to peace during
J. Calvin Wenger
the night when sleep
is hard to come by and
when emotions are strained and challenged.
Why continued to be mired in worry and anxiety
when we can pray to one who really cares and will
gently come to walk with us?
We are instructed to pray continually in the Scriptures, which possibly pertain to our ongoing attitudes and thoughts as much as conventional prayer.
Prayer should include generous amounts of adoration, praise and confession.
Inasmuch that lives within us, we should ask for
strength and desire to overcome sin in our lives and
to be able to love all persons even those who might
be considered as enemies or adversaries.

Opportunities for participation in regular prayer at
LCOB include at least the following…
 Giving serious attention to the excellent pastoral
prayers at our five Sunday worship services.
 Attendance and involvement in the 7:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Breakfast in rooms 162-3 which
lifts up persons in need of support.
 Attendance and involvement in the 11:30 a.m.
Thursday prayer session in the Chapel which centers
on the programs, ministries and leadership of the
congregation.
--J. Calvin Wenger

In it Together: Lessons on Being Church
After Easter, we will spend some time in our worship services focusing on
being a better church community together. We will
look to the early church as
reflected in the book of
Acts and the original disci-

ples for our "lessons." Some of the topics we'll explore are: Holding Each other Up, Keeping an Open
Mind, Living in the Spirit, and Telling Others the
Good News. Hopefully this will be a time where our
worship will knit us even more together.
--LCOB Pastoral Staff
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Juniata College Wind Symphony Tour
Comes to LCOB

Morning Psalm Easter Celebration as
One Body in Christ

Worship Service on April 12, the first Sunday after
Easter, ten members of the forty-five member Juniata
College Wind Symphony will
play prelude and postlude
music together with church
organist, Margaret Marsch, at
the 10:15 Traditional Worship Service. Individual Brass
and Woodwind Quintets will
fill the newly decorated Sanctuary with bright and colorful sound, thus adding a special afterglow to our post
Easter celebration of the Risen Christ!
This Juniata students’ visit is part of the college’s
weekend Wind Symphony tour to Central PA for the
first time in recent history! Composed of approximately 45 wind and percussion students, the members of
the Wind Symphony come from several academic disciplines available at the college and are led by Dr.
James Latten, Professor of Music, Director of Instrumental Music.
The Wind Symphony will first perform a 3:00 p.m.
concert on Saturday, April 11, at Brethren Village’s
Wolfe Auditorium. The 12th, following the morning
worship service, the Symphony will travel to Harrisburg for a 4:00 p.m. performance at the Harrisburg
Forum Auditorium.
Highlights of the repertoire to be played at Brethren Village and the Harrisburg Forum include Mars,
Venus and Jupiter from “the Planets” and the famous
Thunder and Blazes march, “Entry of the Gladiators.”
We hope to see you at the Sunday, April 12, 10:15
worship and, perhaps, at one of the two special performances, following which there will be light refreshments and an opportunity to meet the student musicians. –Clem Rosenberger

There is energy in our worship. Having just participated in a planned combined worship was especially
excited and even more so with Andy Murray preaching.
His message on Prayer was meaningful and genuine.
It is rather unusual for us all to be together as we
were on March 15. While it is fine that we all have
'preferred' modes of worship, it is important that we
are willing to gather all together sometimes. It creates
an energy we may lack when apart. We should value it,
and value each other. Friends, our 'differences' in worship style and music should not separate us.
There is something special about a room filled with
the followers of Jesus, all worshipping together. This is
not to dismiss smaller, more intimate worship gatherings--for all worship is holy and meaningful. But there
can be a very different vibe with a larger group. We
feed off the energy of the group, and it in turn causes
us to give off our own energy. The results can be transforming.
The hope is that the next time we are asked to
worship in a larger group than usual, or in a new space
or with different people, we will remember the many
benefits we gain in these moments.
Let us embrace our similarities as well as our differences, and direct our energy toward the Lord we
serve, together. It is in that hope for embrace and energy across worshipping groups that the Morning
Psalm Ministry Team has decided to have one Morning Psalm worship service for Easter, April 5. We are
excited to be part of one gathered body as Morning
Psalm at 10:15 a.m. to celebrate the Resurrection! We
can't wait to see all of you there! --Michelle Bookman

Back by Popular Demand!

Kids’ Night—Spring Carnival
Saturday, April 25, drop off your kids for a night of
fun activities while you enjoy some time for yourself
from 4:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center.
This event is for children ages 3 years – 6th grade. We
will also have childcare available for ages 6 weeks - 2
years (Parents must supply all food and snacks for this age
group.) The night will be packed with activities including a moon bounce and lots of carnival games and
prizes. A hot dog dinner will be provided. Please contact Lisa Miley or
Danielle Shulenberger by Sunday,
April 19, with your R.S.V.P. Friends
are welcome too!
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"I am learning things about people I never would have known if
I was only in worship with them." ~Small Group Participant
Perhaps you have heard similar reflections from
those who are participating in our new small group
program! Maybe you've been feeling a desire to go
deeper with those around you and are looking for a
place to grow together in faith. Maybe you just forgot
to sign up for the last session - Good news - the next
session of small groups is beginning soon! We will
run another set of small groups beginning at the
end of April and lasting for 6 weeks. Start looking
at your calendar and blocking out the time to participate now! More information on sign-ups, topics, and
meeting times will come out soon!
--Pastor Cindy Lattimer
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Lancaster British Brass Band May 2!

The Starlight Tea Concert Series will close its
2014/15 season with a very special event: a concert by
the popular Lancaster British Brass Band. The concert will be on Saturday, May 2, at 7:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary. Free tickets are required for this event
and can be reserved by calling the church office at 717397-4751, or via email at lancob@comcast.net.
The sound of the Lancaster British Brass Band has
been compared to "one big,
magnificent pipe organ." The
group was founded in 2004 by
Paul Belser, Walter Blackburn
and Rick Staherski, three wellknown Lancaster musicians. They saw the need for
and the potential of a highly professional musical ensemble of this type for the region. From their first concert, The Band has played to large and enthusiastic audiences, continuing the brass band tradition which began over a century and a half ago in the British Isles.
The Lancaster British Brass Band consists of 28
players including 3 percussionists. It draws its personnel from the four state region of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey. Reserve your free
tickets now! We expect this concert to sell out!
--Emery DeWitt

Good Samaritan Banquet
Join us for our annual Brethren Village Good Samaritan Banquet at Middle Creek Church of the Brethren on May 7. Event proceeds benefit the Good Samaritan Benevolent Fund, and your support helps assure the BV residents that essential care and services
will continue even if their financial resources are exhausted.
The banquet will begin with fellowship and an array of hors d’oeuvres, followed by a full-course dinner
and toe-tapping entertainment. This year’s musical
guests will be Quintessentially Brass. Gather with us
as we celebrate those who give from their heart, help
make a difference, and enrich the lives of the BV residents.
Seating is limited. For reservations, or if you would
like to sponsor a table, please email Teresa, Development Associate & Special Events Manager, at trineer@bv.org or call (717) 581-4478.

April PMT Energy Tip
Direct sunlight falling on your
window air conditioner makes it work
harder. If you have a choice, locate
your units on the north or shady side of
the house.
5
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Climbers Fellowship - Mystery Dinner
Saturday, April 18, join the Climbers Fellowship
Group for a "Mystery Dinner" in the
Family Life Center at 5:30 p.m., followed
by social time. Feel free to bring along
your favorite game or cards for the social
time following
the meal. Your
contact person will be calling
you in early April to find out if
you are interested in attending
this event. --Bob & Mary Ann,
Elvin & Linda, Mo & Rachel

Adopt a Highway
The Spring cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, April
18. We need your help! We meet at
the church at 8:30 a.m. and it usually
takes about 1½ hours to complete.
This is a service project that can be
done as a family. Your children must
be at least 10 years old to participate.
It is recommended you wear long
pants and work boots or sneakers.
Gloves and vests will be provided.
Please join us on April 18. Any
questions contact Scott Hufford at 656-8896.

New Date for Hygiene Kits - April 19
For more than 18 years, the Pathfinders Fellowship
Group has been organizing the assembly of hygiene
kits which are distributed by Church World Service to
areas that experience disaster around the world. We
purchase the seven items to be packed into each kit at
reduced prices, therefore we are able to assemble each
kit for approximately $6.00. In addition, we must contribute $2 to Church World Service in handling fees, which means
each time we assemble 600 kits we
need donations amounting to
$4,800. We need your contributions now in order to continue
with this ministry.
Please make out your check to
Lancaster COB and place it in the offering plate. Be
sure to indicate hygiene kits on the memo line. And
don’t forget to stay for about 45 minutes on April 19
to help assemble the hygiene kits in the rear of the
Family Life Center. Any questions, contact Suzanne
Schaudel at 509-5863.
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Library News

Sunday Night Film Discussion

This year is the 50th anniversary of the historic
march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama. By now, most people know who John Lewis is
and his role in organizing and leading this protest for
the rights of blacks to vote in Alabama. But, did you
know that he has written a graphic novel trilogy about
his life and the events that shaped his beliefs in justice
and non-violence? Two books of the trilogy have been
published: March: Book One and March: Book Two.
Congressman Lewis tailored this memoir after the
1958 comic book of
Martin Luther King
and the Montgomery
Story. He and other
student activists for
civil rights found their
inspiration from reading Dr. King’s story in this format. Although his target
audience is teens, this book will captivate and inspire
readers of all ages.
We have purchased many more books and a few
DVD’s for our library this month. You will find books
of fiction by Beverly Lewis, Wanda E. Brunstetter,
Debbie Macomger, Geraldine Brooks, Max Lucado
and a few lesser known authors. There are also several
memoirs that speak to the topics of grief, addiction,
hope, youth evangelism, and struggles with faith, race
and prejudice.
A complete list of our new books will be displayed
on our library table. You will also find an updated
printed index of our books by author, title and category in the black 3-ring binder on our return shelf. We
hope this will assist you in finding books in our library.
Don’t hesitate to ask me or any of our capable library
helpers if you can’t find something you are looking for.
Happy Reading! --Deborah Hall, Library Chairperson

Join members and neighbors of Lancaster
Church of the Brethren for the next in our series of
worthy films that we can talk about for weeks. April
19 – 6:45pm popcorn & seating; 7:00pm SHOWTIME

The Good Lie (2014) PG-13 | 110 min | Drama

Four Sudanese children are orphaned after
their village is massacred in the Second Sudanese Civil
War. Consequently, they make an arduous and dangerous trek through the plains,
enduring hardship, death
and sacrifice all the way until
they reach safety in a refugee
camp in Ethiopia. Years later, these youths are among
3600 selected for resettlement in America, only to
have the one girl among them sent to Boston, while
the three boys must make a new life in Kansas City.
Together, these young men must adjust to an alien culture even as the emotional baggage of their past haunts
them. However, these newcomers, and their new
friends like employment counselor Carrie Davis, strive
to understand each other in this new home, as they
make peace with their histories in a challenge that will
change all their lives. --Dave Hosler on behalf of INC

Wenger Foundation Dinner to
Benefit COBYS
The Wenger Foundation is holding its 20th annual
Praise Dinner fundraiser at the Lebanon Expo Center
on Thursday eve, April 16 beginning at 6 p.m. The
Wenger Foundation, Inc. is the charitable arm of the
Wengers of Myerstown, a corporation that deals in agricultural and construction equipment. COBYS Family
Services is one of four organizations that will benefit
from this event. Featured guest speaker is Marie Roberts Monville who will share her faith story in the aftermath of her late husband’s role in the Nickel Mine
Amish school shootings. Also featured will be the
Brown Family, gospel musicians from Iowa. Tickets
are available for $125 per person. Email Rose Walmer
at rwalmer@wengers.com for more information.
-- Suzanne Schaudel, COBYS Board Member

Spring Birding Weekend - May 8-10
Whooo's ready for a weekend of birding in Union
County? Dedicated and constant birdwatching leaders,
Doug and Sally Ruby, will lead the "flock" of adults age
18 and over. (Avidly interested youth under 18 are
welcome when accompanied by an adult.) The group
will be staying in the Zaeger's House in dormitory style
sleeping arrangements. Cost is just $100
per person so it won't take your "nest
egg!" For more information, contact
Doug and Sally at srubybird@comcast.net
or 410-548-9122. A flyer and registration
form are available online at www.campswatara.org.
Registrations are due by April 27!

Brethren Highlights is published monthly by

the Lancaster Church of the Brethren. The
absolute deadline for the May issue is April 15,
2015.
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Farewell to an Old Friend
Giving to EYN-Nigeria Crisis Fund
Tops $1 Million
“Donations of more than $1,061,400 have been
posted to the Nigeria Crisis Fund, from October 2014
through part of February 2015, received from individuals, congregations, and other
groups.” This is according to the
Brethren News-line.
That is an amazing feat and
shows a caring spirit across our denomination. As of March 4, the
LCOB has collected $24,562.73.
That also is a newsworthy accomplishment. We in the Outreach
Ministry Team want to thank all the members and
friends for this generous giving in support of our sisters and brothers in far away Nigeria. Please continue
your support with your prayers and continued giving.
Since this is not an official fund drive, it is open-ended
for the time being as the crisis continues.
For the latest Brethren news, go to
www.brethren.org/news/2015/giving-to-nigeria-crisisfund.html. Here are some statistics, also from the
Brethren News-line.
 More than 500 women and children kidnapped,
many of whom are EYN members
 Over 8,000 EYN members killed
 Around three million people affected
 170,000+ EYN members are displaced – needing
shelter, food and water
 Up to 700,000 Nigerians connected to EYN are
displaced
 43 of 50 EYN districts are impacted
 36 districts are closed in areas now controlled by
Boko Haram
 2,092 EYN pastors and evangelists are displaced
 1,668 churches and church branches burned or
abandoned
We would like to greet you with a word from
Apostle Paul to the church in Corinth. "That is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God.”—2 Corinthians 5:19-20
Let us keep working together for Peace and Justice
wherever fear, hate and distrust exist.
--From the Outreach Ministry Team
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Jan Thompson died January 12. Who was Jan
Thompson? Why do we consider him an old friend?
Jan represented an era of the Church of the Brethren
that is closing, but he modelled in his life a spirit of
service that is timeless.
He served the Church of the Brethren in many
ways. In the early years of Brethren Disaster Ministries, Jan was its first director. He served as a missionary in Nigeria and Sudan, and as a Brethren Volunteer
Service worker in Austria. He initiated the blood donation drives at Annual Conference and for many years
encouraged attendees to donate blood.
Throughout those years he was supported by his wife
Roma Jo to the extent that they were thought of as a
team. Jan was deeply devoted to his faith and showed
it continuously in his life. He had a winning smile that
had the effect of encouraging others in their faith journeys.
It is ironic that Jan died during the time the Church
of the Brethren decided to sell the Brethren Service
Center property at New Windsor. Much of Jan’s life
was devoted to ministries that were connected with the
service center. In 2009 Jan and Roma Jo wrote a history of the center, Beyond Our Means. (We highly recommend it.)
New Windsor has been associated for many Brethren with the service ministry of the denomination.
Since 1944 the service center there has been helping
people in need. It houses organizations working in
relief and development, disaster response, social justice, peace education and hospitality, including Brethren Disaster Ministries, Material Resources, SERRV,
On Earth Peace, and IMA (Interchurch Medical Assistance) World Health.
During and following World War II, the center was
deeply involved in service ministries including material
aid (clothing, soap, food, tools, and medical supplies),
Church World Service, CROP, Heifer Project, Student
Exchange Program, Refugee Resettlement, and Brethren Volunteer Service.
For many Brethren and others, New Windsor is
not a place. It is a symbol of the church’s continuing
response to the challenge of Christ- “Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
As we say farewell to our friend, Jan Thompson,
we also begin to say farewell to another old friend, the
service center at New Windsor. The service ministries
that New Windsor represents, and to which Jan devoted his life, will endure with our support.
--Hunger and Poverty Group
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Thank You!

A BIG Thank You!

Our Lancaster Church is blessed with love from a
wonderful pastoral staff and our Wednesday Prayer
Group. I would like to send a special thank you for the
phone calls and many cards that I received and visits
from Pastor Wenger and Pastor Rill and Pastor Lattimer. My wonderful brother, Douglas Smith, age 59
was in LGH for 3 weeks and we can rest that even
though life was short on this earth - that we will all be
in heaven some day and what a day of rejoicing that
will be! Thank you for your prayers during this most
difficult time for our family.
--Linda Hershey
------------------------------------------------------------

A BIG Thank You to everyone who had a part in
welcoming the Church of the Brethren Mission and
Ministry Board the weekend of March 13-16. Many
people showed their “radical hospitality” with their
gifts of time and talents. The Mission and Ministry
Board never held their meetings in a church setting before, so we can feel honored that they chose us to be
the first! God is at work in the Lancaster Church of the
Brethren through our willingness to serve others.
--Hospitality Ministry Team

Looking for a Few Good Pen Pals!
I am in need of 20 pen pals to correspond with my
first graders! It won't be hard to do and you may even
find it entertaining! I will pair you with one of my students and they will write the first
note to you! After you receive
your first note from them in
your mailbox, take a minute to
write back to them and drop it in
my mailbox (#289)! They will
tell you a little about themselves
and ask you a few questions and
you will need to write back to
them! I am thinking there will be a total of 4-6 correspondences lasting until about the beginning of May.
If you are interested, and you may want to hurry as I
only have 20 students, please give me a call (293-8074),
email me (gailmurr@comcast.net) or drop a note in my
mailbox! Thanks so much for considering this opportunity to strengthen my students' writing skills and perhaps make a new friend! --Gail Murray

We wish to thank everyone for their cards, prayers
and expressions of sympathy after the death of my sister, Lois Horst. We appreciate the kindness shown by
our Church family.
--Sue Groff and family
-----------------------------------------------------------I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
ministerial staff for their visits and pastoral care that
were provided to me during my recent hospitalization.
I am very appreciative of the prayers and concerns that
were extended to me by the members of our church
family. Thank you.
--Bob Mackey
----------------------------------------------------------Thank you so much for your financial gift to the Nigeria Crisis Fund. Because of your generosity as a church,
our suffering brothers and sisters in Nigeria are receiving much needed aid and support. Temporary shelters
are also being built for the thousands who have been
displaced by the violence because you cared enough to
give. May God continue to bless you all.
In Christ,
--Carl & Roxane Hill, Jay Wittmeyer, Roy Winter
-----------------------------------------------------------

Rachel Held Evans to Appear
on April 18
Why should I go to church? That’s the question
many people, especially those in their 20s and 30s, are
asking these days, according to New York Times bestselling author and popular blogger, Rachel Held Evans.
It’s a question she asked herself, and one she struggled with, when she first
left and then ultimately
returned to church. She
will talk about her personal journey and the steps
churches can take to connect meaningfully and successfully with young people during an “Evening with
Cont’d on next page.

Many thanks for the phone calls, cards, food, prayers
and visits from my church family. Keith and I do appreciate your thoughtfulness and kindness shown to us
since I dislocated my elbow. Our Pastor of Care Giving, Calvin Wenger, and the Wednesday Morning Prayer Group were very faithful in providing support to us.
I will have continuing therapy at least until May.
--Blessings, Marilyn Hummel
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Adult Education Opportunities
April 2015
The following classes are open to everyone. All are invited.
Even though these groups are “ongoing,” they are always looking for new members!
9:00 – 9:45 Sunday Mornings
Please note that April 5 is Easter Sunday. There will be no adult classes on April 5. Instead, everyone is invited to gather in the
Gathering Place from 8:15 to 10:00 to enjoy refreshment treats and reconnect with others in the church family.
The Chapel Bible Study Group meets in the Chapel. In April the focus of their study will be the letter of 1 John
using A Guide for Biblical Studies, the Brethren Press edition of the International Sunday School Lessons. Teachers
will be Al Cott, Bob Frick, and Calvin Wenger.
Sacred Parenting, How Raising Children Shapes Our Souls, is a new class, held in room 170, designed for
parents of children ages 0-12, but open to anyone. Based on Gary Thomas’ book of that title, topics and teachers
in April will be:
Apr. 12 – Sacred Parenting, session 4, Embracing our Insignificance, led by Linda Husted.
Apr. 19 – Sacred Parenting, session 5, The Gold Behind the Guilt, led by Dave and Liz Koser.
Apr. 26 – Sacred Parenting, session 6, The Sweet Side of Sacrifice, led by Ben Lattimer.
The Story of Christianity, a new class which began in March, is an intensive course in the history of the church,
meeting in Rooms 162-163. The teacher is John Snader who, in addition to being President of Brethren Village,
is a well-spring of historical knowledge. Based on Justo Gonzales’ 2-volume textbook, The Story of Christianity, the
course will run in alternating quarters over a two-year period. Part 1 will run through May 2015. Topics in April:
Apr. 12 – Challenges and Reactions to Orthodoxy (Gonzales, Chap. 14-18)
Apr. 19 – Church Father - Athanasius (Gonzales, Chap. 19)
Apr. 26 – Church Fathers – The Great Cappodocians (Gonzales, Chap. 20)
The Thoughtful Life Class, normally meeting in Rooms 162-163, will not meet March – May, the quarter in
which The Story of Christianity, Part 1 is being taught. The TLC will resume in June.
Connections is a casual conversation group meeting in Room 200 for coffee. It is open to everyone interested in
connecting with other people on a more personal level. Loosely organized discussions each month are focused as
follows:
First Sunday: Alternates between scripture study and a service project.
Second Sunday: Hot topics within the church.
Third Sunday: Game Day. Word games to stimulate thinking and conversation.
Fourth Sunday: God at the Movies – our take on a Pastor Shreckhise favorite topic.
Fifth Sunday: Guest speakers addressing Brethren Beliefs.
Connections meets in Room 200 on the second floor. For details, contact Rich Bowser at 201-8734 or rbowser4@yahoo.com.
The Maranatha Ministry offers an adult Sunday School class in Spanish and English, taught by Arelis Sable.
Further details are available from her.
event.
To purchase tickets for the “Evening with Rachel
Held Evans,” please visit
www.parishresourcecenter.org or call 717-299-1113.
Tickets for subscribing churches for this event are $19.
Tickets for nonsubscribers are $25. A copy of Evans’
new book is included in the ticket price. --Bob Frick

Rachel Held Evans.” The event will take place April
18, at 7 p.m. at Highland Presbyterian Church. The
evening is sponsored by the Parish Resource Center as
part of its lecture series.
Her own journey, and her thoughts about the
church today, are also the focus of her book, publishing the same week as this event, entitled, Searching for
Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church. A copy
of the book is included in the ticket price for the
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LANCASTER CHURCH
OF
THE BRETHREN
VISION STATEMENT
To be and make disciples of Christ for the
transformation of the world.

MISSION STATEMENT
To be the heart, hands, feet, voice, and
mind of Christ locally and globally.

GOALS
Radical Hospitality
Passionate Worship
Intentional Faith Development
Risk-Taking Mission and Service
Extravagant Generosity
(Adopted by the Lancaster Church of the Brethren, 10/07)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Thur 8:00am—4:00pm
Friday
8:00am—1:00pm

SUNDAY
WORSHIP SERVICES
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

Chapel
Family Life Center
Family Life Center
Sanctuary
Maranatha

WORSHIP FOR
CHILDREN
10:15 a.m. Praise Kidz
(Age 4—3rd grade)

10:15 a.m. SALT
(4th—6th grade)

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:00a.m. Children & Adults

The deadline for every issue
is the 15th of the previous month.
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